Elections Glossary

absentee ballot

paper ballot sent by mail that is used by voters who
will not be able to vote in person on Election Day
(like military personnel stationed overseas). The
absentee ballots are mailed before Election Day and
counted on Election Day.

acceptance speech

speech delivered by a candidate when accepting a
political party’s nomination for the national
presidential election

absolute majority
more than 50% of the votes cast

bipartisan
supported by members of the two major political
parties (the Democrats and the Republicans)

blanket primary
primary election in which the names of all the
candidates for all the parties are on one ballot

ballot
official paper or electronic form on which voters
indicate choices of candidates and ballot measures

campaign
process of gathering public support for a candidate

campaign season
period of time that candidates work to inform the
public and gain support prior to the election

candidate
person running for elected office

caucus
meetings where political party leaders and supporters
choose candidates through discussion and consensus
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centrist
having beliefs that are in the
middle, between m
conservative and liberal m
closed primary 4
a primary election in which =
only the voters who have
registered as belonging to a
particular political party can vote

congressional district

an area within a state from which a member of the
House of Representatives is elected. There are 435
Congressional districts.

conservative
believing in the value of established and traditional
practices in politics and society

contributor/donor
a person or organization that donates money to a
candidate’s campaign

convention
meeting where a political party chooses its
presidential candidate

delegates
people chosen to represent each state at a political
party’s convention

Election Day
the Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Electoral College

a group of people chosen from each U.S. state
who meet to elect the nation’s President and Vice
President based on the votes of all the people in
each state
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exit poll

set of questions that people are asked after voting.
Exit polls (surveys) are used to predict the winners
before the polls (places where people vote) close.

G.O.P.
the nickname used for the Republican Party (stands
for the “Grand Old Party”)

Inauguration Day
the day a new president and vice president are sworn
into office (January 20)

incumbent
person who is currently in office

independent
person who is not associated with any political party

issues

problems facing our country or community that
need solutions (for example: immigration, access to
health care, finding energy sources, and providing
quality education)

left
another word for liberal

liberal
believing that the government should be active in
supporting social and political change

majority party

political party that is represented by more
than 50% of the members in the Senate or the
House of Representatives

media
news organizations that deliver information through
television, radio, newspaper, or the Internet

midterm election

general election that does not occur during a
presidential election year; offices on the ballot
include some U.S. Senate seats, all House of
Representative seats, and many state and
local positions
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minority party

political party that is represented by less than
50% of the members in the Senate or the House
of Representatives

nominee
the candidate a political party chooses, or nominates,
to run in the general election

nonpartisan
not relating to any political party

opinion polls
surveys that ask members of the public how they feel
about different issues

partisan
relating to a particular political party

personal appearance
event that a candidate attends in person

platform
set of statements that describe a political party’s
views about the issues facing our country

policy
an officially accepted set of rules or ideas about what
should be done

Political Action Committee (PAC)
organization that is formed by an individual or special
interest group to raise money for political campaigns
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political party

group of people with similar beliefs about
government, like the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party

popular vote
tally (count) of how many votes each candidate has
received in the presidential election

primary election

election in which people vote for the presidential
candidate they want to represent their political party
in the national election

primary season
the months during which states hold primary
elections or caucuses

record

information about how a politician has voted on bills;
also, their statements made about issues while
serving in office

recount
process of counting the votes again if there is some
disagreement about the election

referendum
proposed law that people vote on directly (also called
a ballot measure, initiative, or proposition)

right
another word for conservative

running mate

candidate who is running for office with another
candidate on the same ticket (for example:
president and vice president)

swing voters
voters who do not have a commitment to a particular

political party

third party

any political party (like the Green Party and the
Libertarian Party) other than the two major parties
(Republican and Democratic)

voting age
the age when people are eligible to vote; set at age
18 by the 26th Amendment
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absentee ballot: boleta por correo

papeleta que se utiliza la gente que no podra votar el
dia de las elecciones. Las boletas son enviadas antes
de las elecciones y contadas el dia de las elecciones.

acceptance speech: discurso de aceptacion
discurso dado por un(a) candidato/a para aceptar la
nominacion a la presidencia

absolute majority: mayoria absoluta
mas de la mitad de los votos

bipartisan: bipartito/a
apoyado/a por los miembros de los dos principales
partidos politicos (Demdcrata y Republicano)

blanket primary: elecciones primarias abiertas
primaria en que los nombres de todos los candidatos
de todos los partidos estan en la misma boleta

ballot: boleta
papeleta oficial o formulario electrénico que se usa
para votar en las elecciones

campaign: campana
proceso para obtener apoyo publico para
un(a) candidato/a

campaign season: temporada de la

campaia electoral

tiempo en que los candidatos trabajan para informar
al publico y ganar apoyo antes de las elecciones

candidate: candidato/a
persona que aspira a ser elegida para un puesto

caucuses: asambleas electorales

reuniones en las que los miembros de un partido
politico deciden quién recibirad la nominacion a

la presidencia

centrist: centrista
tener creencias entre las
conservadoras Y las liberales

closed primary: eleccion
primaria cerrada
primaria en que solo los
votantes registrados para
ese partido politico

pueden votar

congressional district: distrito electoral

una zona dentro de un estado del cual se elige un
miembro de la Camara de Representantes. Hay 435
distritos electorales en los Estados Unidos.

conservative: conservador(a)
que defiende los valores tradicionales y la
moderacion en las reformas

contributor/donor: donante
persona u organizacion que dona dinero a una
campanfa electoral

convention: convencion
reunion general de un partido politico para
elegir candidatos

delegates: delegados/as
personas elegidas para representar cada estado en
una convencion de un partido politico

Election Day: Dia de las elecciones
el martes después del primer lunes de noviembre

Electoral College: Colegio electoral
representantes de cada estado que votan en nombre
de los ciudadanos en una eleccién presidencial en
los EE. UU.
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exit poll: encuesta de salida

preguntas que se hace a muchas personas después
de votar para obtener informacion. Se usan las
encuestas de salida para predecir los ganadores
antes de que los centros de votacion cierren.

G.O.P.: el apodo para el Partido Republicano
(significa “"Grand Old Party”)

Inauguration Day: Dia de inauguracion
el dia en que el/la Presidente/a y el/la
Vicepresidente/a prestan juramento (el 20 de enero)

incumbent: titular
persona que actualmente ocupa el cargo

independent: votante independiente
persona que no esta asociada con ningln
partido politico

issues: temas

asuntos que afectan al pais o la comunidad y
necesitan soluciones (para ejemplo: la inmigracion,
el acceso a la atencion médica, las fuentes de
energia y la educacion)

left: de izquierda
otra palabra para liberal

liberal: liberal
que cree que el gobierno debe participar activamente
en el apoyo al cambio social y politico

majority party: partido mayoritario

partido politico que esta representado por mas
del 50% de los miembros del Senado o la Camara
de Representantes

media: los medios

organizaciones de noticias que entreguen
informacion a través de la tele, la radio, el periddico
0 en Internet

midterm election: elecciones de mitad
elecciones generales que no ocurren en el mismo afio
de las elecciones presidenciales. En la boleta
aparecen algunos puestos del Senado, todos los de

la Cdmara de Representantes y muchos locales

y estatales.
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minority party: partido minoritario
partido politico que esta representado por menos
del 50% de los miembros del Senado o de la Camara
de Representantes

nominee: nominado/a

candidato/a que ha sido elegido, 0 hominado,
por un partido politico para competir en las
elecciones generales

nonpartisan: no partidario/a
gue no esta relacionado con ninguin partido politico

opinion polls: encuestas

preguntas que se hace a muchas personas para
reunir datos o para detectar la opinion publica sobre
un asunto determinado

partisan: partidario/a
que sigue o defiende una idea, un partido, un
movimiento o una persona

personal appearances: apariciones
eventos en los cuales los candidatos asisten
en persona

platform: plataforma

conjunto de declaraciones que describe las opiniones
de un partido politico sobre los temas que enfrentan
el pais

policy: politica
directrices que rigen la actuaciéon de una persona,
gobierno o entidad
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Political Action Committee (PAC): comité de
accion politica

organizacion formada por un individuo o grupo de
interés especial para recaudar fondos para
campanias politicas

political party: partido politico
organizacion politica con una ideologia y platforma,
como el partido Demdcrata o el Republicano

popular vote: voto popular
la cuenta de los votos que cada candidato/a ha
recibido en la eleccidn presidencial

primary election: primarias

elecciones en las cuales los votantes de una
jurisdiccion seleccionan al candidato que un
partido presentara a unas elecciones posteriores

primary season: temporada de

elecciones primarias

las meses en que los estados mantienen elecciones
primarias o asambleas electorales

record: registro

informacion sobre cdmo un(a) politico/a ha votado
en los proyectos de ley y sus declaraciones sobre
varios temas durante su mandato
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recount: recuento
proceso de contar los votos otra vez si hay algin
desacuerdo sobre las elecciones

referendum: referéndum

propuesta de ley en que la gente vota directamente
(también se dice “ballot measure,” (propuesta de ley)
“initiative” (iniciativa) o “proposition” (proposicién))

right: de la derecha
otra palabra para conservador(a)

running mate: compainero/a de formula
candidato/a que esta presentandose al cargo con
otro/a candidato/a en la misma candidatura
(ejemplo: presidente y vicepresidente)

swing voters: votantes indecisos
votantes que no estan comprometidos a ningun
partido politico

third party: partido bisagra
un partido politico (como el Partido Verde) que no
sea uno de los dos partidos principales

voting age: edad para votar
edad en que los ciudadanos pueden votar; segun la
262 Enmienda la edad es dieciocho afos

iCivics

Glosario p. 3



